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211 CMR 48.00: MATERNITY HEALTH CARE COVERAGE

Section
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48.04:   Prohibited Practices
48.05:   Severability Provision

48.01:   Authority

211 CMR 48.00 is issued under the authority of M.G.L. chs. 175; 176A; 176B; 176C; 176G;
176, § 26; and 176D, § 11.

48.02:   Purpose

It is the purpose of 211 CMR 48.00, to secure the benefits of pregnancy, childbirth and
related health care coverage to all citizens of the Commonwealth.  This will ensure that the public
health care needs of the public are adequately and fairly met.

48.03:   Scope and Effective Date

211 CMR 48.00 shall apply to any contract, policy or plan offering hospital, surgical or
medical expense coverage as described in M.G.L. chs. 175, §§ 108 and 110, 176, § 13A,
176A, 176B, 176C and 176G, and which is issued or renewed, within or without the
Commonwealth, on or after six months from the effective date of 211 CMR 48.00.

48.04:   Prohibited Practices

(1)   No contract, policy or plan subject to 211 CMR 48.00 shall exclude coverage for pregnancy,
childbirth and related health care, including associated hospital, surgical or medical expenses.

(2)   No contract, policy or plan subject to 211 CMR 48.00 shall limit the terms, conditions or
benefits for pregnancy, childbirth and related health care, including associated hospital, surgical
or medical expenses, other than to the extent that such expenses for illness or disease under the
contract, policy or plan are so limited.  For the purpose of 211 CMR 48.04, where conception
has occurred prior to the effective date of the contract, policy or plan, coverage required pursuant
to 211 CMR 48.00 may be limited or excluded as a pre-existing condition only to the extent that
other illness or disease is so limited or excluded.  Where an insured changes from family to
individual or from individual to family coverage no limitation or exclusion shall be imposed if the
pregnancy commenced during the effective period of the prior coverage.

48.05:   Severability Provision

If any section or portion of a section of 211 CMR 48.00, or the applicability thereof to any
person, entity or circumstance is held invalid by a court, the remainder of 211 CMR 48.00 or the
applicability of such provision to other persons, entities or circumstances shall not be affected
thereby.

REGULATORY AUTHORITY

211 CMR 48.00:   M.G.L. chs. 175; 176B; 176C; 176G and 176, §§ 26 and 11.
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